
 
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF JANUARY 8, 2007 

 
The regular meeting of the Los Angeles County Commission for Women was held on  
Monday, January 8, 2007 in Room 372, Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration, 500 West 
Temple Street, Los Angeles, California. 
 
President Lesser called the meeting to order at 10:10 a.m.  
 
The following Commissioners were present for roll call: 
 
 President Lesser  

Treasurer Creary 
Vice President Duba 

 Commissioner Davalos 
           Commissioner Jernigan  
 Commissioner Rodriguez 

Commissioner Tanberg 
 

Introduction of the audience followed.   
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF DECEMBER 11, 2006 
 
On motion of Treasurer Creary, seconded by Vice President Duba, and duly carried, 
with Commissioner Jernigan abstaining, the minutes of December 11, 2006 were 
approved with the following corrections: 
 

• Page 2, 6th paragraph the following sentence to be added. The donation for the 
Jenesse Center, Inc. will be needed by next week to be hand delivered before 
the holiday. 

• Page 2, 7th paragraph; on the motion of President Lesser Treasurer Creary, 
seconded by Treasurer Creary Vice President Duba. 

• Page 5, 1st paragraph; President Lesser suggested that they the Foundation… 
 
STAFF REPORT 
 
Staff reported the following: 
 

• The loss of Commission Services Staff Dedie Ward. Her services were held on 
January 4, 2007 at Mount Moriah Baptist Church in Los Angeles. 

• An updated memo from County Counsel regarding Personal Liability for 
Commission Members is now available. Copies of the memo were distributed. 

• A phone call from a teacher at Immaculate Heart High School is looking for 
referrals for self defense classes for female high school students. The 
Commission suggested contacting Los Angeles Commission on Assaults Against 
Women-Peace Over Violence. 

 
 
 



Commission for Women 
Minutes for January 8, 2007 
Page 2 
 
 

 

APPROVAL TO RE-PRINT 1,000 HEALTH SCREENING CARDS WITH A COST NOT 
TO EXCEED TOTAL COST (INCLUDING TAX) OF $1136.63. 
 
Following discussion, on motion of Commissioner Rodriguez, seconded by 
Commissioner Tanberg, the Commission unanimously approved to re-print 1,000 Health 
Screening Cards with a cost not to exceed total cost of $1,136.63. 
 
APPROVAL OF LETTER OF CONCERN TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
REGARDING KING DREW MEDICAL CENTER’S TRANSITION AND SERVICES FOR 
WOMEN IN THE SURROUNDING COMMUNITY. 
 
Following discussion, on motion of Commissioner Tanberg, seconded by Treasurer 
Creary, and unanimously carried, the Commission approved to send the letter of 
concern to the Board of Supervisors regarding King Drew Medical Center’s transition 
and services for women in the surrounding community. 
 
APPROVAL TO SEND COMMISSIONER RODRIGUEZ AND COMMISSIONER 
BECERRA-JONES TO THE WORKING FAMILIES POLICY SUMMIT IN 
SACRAMENTO WITH A COST NOT TO EXCEED $400.00 FOR SAME DAY TRAVEL 
OR $1,000.00 FOR OVERNIGHT TRAVEL, CONTINGENT UPON AVAILABLE 
FLIGHTS. 
 
Commissioner Rodriguez reported that she will be unable to attend the summit. 
Commissioner Jernigan suggested that individual names should not be listed when 
requesting approval to send a Commission designee to an event. This item was tabled 
to later in the meeting. 
 
APPROVAL TO DONATE A MAXIMUM OF $100.00 TO THE MEMORIAL FUND IN 
MEMORY OF DEDIE WARD, COMMISSION STAFF. 
 
Treasurer Creary stated that this item did not have to be placed on the agenda for 
approval because this type of donation is already an approved item (number 8) in the 
Commission for Women Awards (Trust) Fund Budget Criteria and Spending Plan. 
 
2007 AWARDS LUNCHEON AD-HOC COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
Commissioner Tanberg reported that the January 11, 2007 Committee meeting has 
been rescheduled to January 22, 2007 at 12:00 p.m. immediately following the 
Commission meeting.  Twila Kerr, Staff, reported the Committee has received all the 
nominations with the exception of the 4th District’s nominee, and the information should 
be received by week’s end. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Older Women’s Issues Committee: The Committee welcomed back Pat Wilson. She 
reported that the Los Angeles County Older Women’s Issues Committee will be meeting 
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in the afternoon.  The Commission suggested that the following topics of concern be 
brought to the Older Women’s Issues Committee: 

• Depression-Pat Wilson will obtain a list of Multi-Purpose Centers that offer fitness 
programs. 

• Abuse towards seniors, including financial abuse. 
• Reverse Mortgages 

 
Health Committee: Commissioner Tanberg reported that the committee met on 
January 3, 2007. The Office of Women’s Health Policy Summit will be on May 24, 2007 
and an email invite has been sent out. President Lesser will get copies of the email 
invite for the Commission.  The Cedars-Sinai Women’s Health Conference is scheduled 
for March 16, 2007 and copies of registration information were disseminated. The next 
meeting will be on Wednesday, February 14, 2007 at 11:00 a.m. via teleconference. 
 
Domestic Violence Committee: Commissioner Rodriguez is in the process of 
contacting former members and would like to have a meeting by the end of the month.  
She would also like the domestic violence survey results back on the agenda. 
 
Gender Equity Committee: No report. Commissioner Davalos will be contacting 
Committee members to schedule a meeting. 

 
Legislative Committee: Commissioner Jernigan shared her past experience in working 
with Nancy Pelosi, Speaker of the House. President Lesser asked Commissioner 
Jernigan to hold an educational workshop to share her expertise, resources and 
processes to help the Commission determine the efforts being made on behalf of 
women.  
 
 (Commissioner Pinedo arrived at 11:05 a.m.) 
 
APPROVAL TO HOLD A PRESS CONFERENCE AT THE SCHOLARSHIP 
ORIENTATION ON JANUARY 16, 2007 
 
Commissioner Pinedo stated that the purpose of the Press Release is to advise the 
media of the Commission for Women’s 2007 event schedule. Press Packets with press 
releases on the upcoming 5K Run/Walk, Women of the Years Awards Luncheon, 
Domestic Violence Shelter donations, and Girls-At-Risk Scholarship recipients will also 
be available. 
 
 (Commissioner Becerra-Jones arrived at 11:15 a.m.) 
 
Following discussion, on the motion of Commissioner Pinedo seconded by Vice 
President Duba and unanimously carried, the Commission approved to hold a Press 
Conference at the Scholarship Orientation on January 16, 2007. 
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PRESENTATION ON CASA DE ROSAS~SUNSHINE MISSION 
 
Marilyn Ross, Director of Casa de Rosas~Sunshine Mission, provided a brief 
background on the shelter. The shelter has been open for 65 years and has 85 beds. It 
is a 55 room low income hotel that assists adult single women by providing emergency 
shelter, transitional housing and other services. The women stay at the mission from 30-
90 days and depending on the situation they may stay up to 6 months. 
 
They are partners with the Los Angeles County Department of Mental Health. They 
have a small donor base and receive $306.00 monthly from each resident for housing. 
In addition to financial resources, the mission is in need of education grants, job 
development, re-training programs, food and clothing and housing assistance.  
 
Ms. Ross provided three touching stories of women that currently reside at the shelter. 
She described how they came to live at the shelter and their current status. The 
women’s names were kept anonymous. 
 
Ms. Ross spoke about the need for computers, computer supplies, and a computer 
instructor. Commissioner Becerra-Jones suggested meeting with the Education 
Committee to brainstorm resources for Sunshine Mission and also suggested contacting 
local colleges for volunteer computer instructors. Commissioner Rodriguez suggested 
the Gates Foundation as a resource for computer supplies. She also suggested the 
Dress for Success program as a resource for work clothing. Commissioner Tanberg 
commented that Mitsubishi has a Starfish Grant that may be a helpful resource.  
 
APPROVAL TO SEND COMMISSIONER RODRIGUEZ AND COMMISSIONER 
BECERRA-JONES TO THE WORKING FAMILIES POLICY SUMMIT IN 
SACRAMENTO WITH A COST NOT TO EXCEED $400.00 FOR SAME DAY TRAVEL 
OR $1,000.00 FOR OVERNIGHT TRAVEL, CONTINGENT UPON AVAILABLE 
FLIGHTS.  
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Rodriquez, Seconded by Commissioner Tanberg 
to approve to send Commissioner Rodriguez and Commissioner Becerra-Jones to the 
Working Families Policy Summit in Sacramento with a cost not to exceed $400.00 for 
same day travel or $1,000.00 for overnight travel, contingent upon available flights.  
 
An amendment to the original motion was made by Commissioner Davalos, seconded 
by Commissioner Rodriguez and unanimously carried by the Commission to approve to 
send a Commission representative to the Working Families Policy Summit in 
Sacramento on January 18, 2007 with a cost not to exceed $400.00 for same day 
travel. 
 
President Lesser invited Commissioner Pinedo to attend and will pay for the summit 
expenses from her President’s Fund. Commissioner Becerra-Jones and any other 
attendees are required to bring back a report to share at the next Commission meeting. 
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Education Committee:  Commissioner Becerra-Jones reported that the Scholarship 
Orientation Luncheon will be on Tuesday, January 16, 2007. The Committee is 
continuing to work with the Chamber of Commerce and will clarify the Commissions 
involvement with the scholarship workshop. The Chamber of Commerce will provide 
one (1) $1,000.00 scholarship and speakers. The Commission responsibility would be 
to locate a venue, provide outreach and possibly host refreshments in the amount of 
$50.00.  The Committee will also follow-up with the Board of Supervisors to verify if they 
are already collaborating with the Chamber of Commerce on this program.  
Commissioner Becerra-Jones would like approval for this workshop to be place on next 
months agenda.   
 
President Lesser requested that information on various scholarship opportunities be 
sent out to the Girls-At-Risk Scholarship Recipients. Commissioner Becerra-Jones 
suggested having someone evaluate the entire Girls-At-Risk Scholarship process and 
program. 
 
Media/Public Relations Committee:  No Report. 
 
Special Events Committee: Vice President Duba reported that the Committee will not 
meet until after the Women of the Year Awards Luncheon. She also recommended that 
the Women of the Year Awards Luncheon would be a more appropriate place to sell 
raffle tickets for Noni Higgins donated portrait. She is also suggesting focusing not only 
on girls-at-risk but girls-at-risk and single parenting and would like information on single 
parenting available at the Committee meeting that will be scheduled at the end of 
March. Commissioner Jernigan recommended that the scholarship recipients be 
followed-up to see how the scholarship has helped them meet their goals. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:   
 
Sandra Barbee, Chief of Commission Services, thanked the Commission for their 
donation to the memorial fund of Dedie Ward.  
 
Commissioner Rodriguez invited everyone to attend a community event/health fair on 
January 20, 2007 at the Ebell of Los Angeles. Flyers with the activities agenda were 
distributed to the Commission. 
 
COMMUNITY OUTREACH/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Treasurer Creary attended the following events: 
 

• Assemblyman Mike Davis of the 48th District Community Swearing-in at the 
California African American Museum in Los Angeles on December 12, 2006. 

• The Millennium Foundation Scholarship Dinner at the Dorothy Chandler on 
December 12, 2006. 

• Los Angeles County Ethics Training at the Hall of Administration on December 
20, 2006. 
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• Funeral Services for Demetria Ward at Mount Moriah Baptist Church in Los 
Angeles on January 4, 2007. 

• Drew Medical Auxiliary Meeting with Dr. Susan Kelly, President, Drew University 
at the Courtyard Marriott in Marina Del Rey on January 6, 2007. 

• Ruth Jernigan’s Birthday Party at Ayres Hotel in on January 6, 2007. 
 
MATTERS NOT POSTED ON THE AGENDA (to be presented and placed on a 
future agenda):  There was none. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting adjourned at 12:11 p.m.  
 

ATTENDANCE 
 
COMMISSIONERS 
 
Charlotte Lesser, President 
Reiko Duba, Vice President 
Ruth Creary, Ph.D., Treasurer 
Yolanda Becerra-Jones 
Karin Davalos 
Ruth Jernigan 
Michele Pinedo 
Olivia Rodríguez 
Bobbi Jean Tanberg  
 
EXCUSED 
 
Peggy Freeman 
Janet Mummey, Esq.  
Wadie Gravely 
Elise ZeBrack 
 
COUNTY REPRESENTATIVES 
 
Rhonda Rangel, Nyla Jefferson, Sandra Barbee and Twila P. Kerr, Executive Office 
Helen Berberian, Supervisor Antonovich’s Office 
 
GUESTS 
 
Pat Wilson 


